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“Peace comes from being able to contribute the best that we have, and all that we are, towards 
creating a world that supports everyone. But it is also securing the space for others to contribute the 
best that they have and all that they are.” 

- Hafsat Abiola

Planet IPE
WORLD PEACE DAY 

September 2020
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MD Speaks

Dear IPEans, 

Peace is not a product - it is a by-product - of a co-operative mindset, 
positive actions, equitable development and restraint against provocation. 

21st September is International Day of Peace and the theme for this 
year - ‘Shaping Peace Together’ - acknowledges the whole eco-system 
needed to enable peace. The seed of war lies in the mindset - of seeking 
exceeding power, authority - even dominance over others. But few can 
fathom it’s effect. As my grandfather, a renowned Urdu poet , Kunwar 
Mohinder Singh Bedi ‘Sahar’, has written: 

Dost, dushman sab se begana bana deti hai jung,  
Mulk kya, kya cheez hai tehzeebein mita deti hai jung. 

Whither friend, what foe? War destroys relations 
War extinguishes entire cultures - not just nations! 

IPE Global is constantly at ‘war’ against under-development - we 
believe that development removes inequity, creates greater opportunities 
and promotes a sustainable, peaceful environment. Not just during the 
pandemic, but always, let us prioritise peace - for as Martin Luther King, 
Jr said ,”We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as 
fools”.  

Best Wishes 
Ashwajit Singh
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THE GOAL 16
“The fury of  the virus illustrates the folly of  war. It 
is time to put armed conflict on lockdown and focus 
together on the true fight of  our lives.”
- UN Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres

The Goal 16 speaks of promoting peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable development, 
providing access to justice for all and build 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions 
at all levels. Conflict, insecurity, weak institutions and 
limited access to justice remain threats to sustainable 
development. In 2019, the number of people fleeing 
war, persecution and conflict exceeded 79.5 million, 
the highest level recorded since these statistics have 
been systematically collected. One in four children 
continues to be deprived of legal identity through lack 
of birth registration, often limiting their ability to exercise 
rights in other areas. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
just amplified the effects and exploitation of fragilities 
across the globe.

The threat of COVID-19 is greater in situations of 
armed conflict, where fighting has ravaged health 
systems, displaced people and forced them to live in 
overcrowded conditions with marginal or no access to 
basic services. The terrible suffering of civilians could 
be significantly reduced if parties to conflict respected 
international humanitarian and human rights laws. 
More must be done to prevent, reduce and resolve 
ongoing conflicts.
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Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 

Why do we need Goal 16?

Everyone needs to have equal 
access to legal information and 

justice 

Everyone has the right to 
legal identities and have the 

right to travel

Stop all forms of violence and 
especially against children. 

Why should we stop war? 

We should stop all the combat 
crime, corruption, strengthen 
institutory, so that many more 

people can trust their institutions. 
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‘PIECES of PEACE AND SECUIRTY’‘PIECES of PEACE AND SECURITY’

A

B

Every day, 100 civilians – including women and children – are killed in armed conflicts despite 
protections under international law. The terrible suffering of civilians could be significantly reduced 
if parties to conflict respected international humanitarian and human rights laws.

People living armed conflict, especially children, are among the most vulnerable to COVID-19. 
It’s important that we safeguard their well-being as the Coronavirus pandemic ensues.

Healthcare and 
well-nourishment  

Education to help 
them keep learning 

Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene 

Insurance to protect 
children from 
violence, exploitation 
and abuse

C Exposure to COVID-19 is among the many inhumane conditions faced by those who are 
incarcerated, often unsentenced. Overcrowding is accelerating the spread of COVID-19 across 
jails and prisons worldwide due to cramped quarters, and the frequent lack of protective gear 
and access to adequate health care.

Fig. 1.0 Aspects of child’s well-being to be taken care of 
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Fig. 2.0 Building blocks of the women, peace and security agenda

Inclusivity as a social 
and cultural norm 

Logistic support

Security and protection 
from violence  

Presence and support for 
the women’s movement 

Equality 
before 
the law 

Access to knowledge and 
training  

Social services 

Financial support 

D COVID-19 is exacerbating existing gender inequalities and disrupting coping mechanisms in 
conflict-affected contexts - but it can also be seen as an opportunity to Build Back Better. Refer 
to Fig. 2.0.
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Build Back Better
As we continue to face this crisis that permeates 
nearly every aspect of our lives, we are also 
confronted with an opportunity to build back 
better than before and create the future we 
want.

By facing the crisis through the lens of protecting 
SDG16, not only can we manage the acute 
consequences of the pandemic in the short-term, 
but we can also demand more accountable 
public institutions and forge more peaceful, 
inclusive and just societies to break cycles of 
conflict in the long term. 

Using SDG16 as a road map, we can build 
more resilient societies that are better prepared 
to confront the existential global challenges. As 
we move through this public health emergency, 
we must double down on our commitment to 
SDG16 and the 2030 Agenda, not only to 
salvage the global goals and ensure no one is 
left behind but also to create a more resilient 
and sustainable future. 
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Build    Back    Better

Risk Reduction Community 
Recovery 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Implementation 

PRINCIPLE 1

Improvement 
of structured 

design 

Land-use 
Planning 

Social recovery Economic 
Recovery 

Management of 
Stakeholders 

Legislation and 
Regulation

PRINCIPLE 2 PRINCIPLE 3 PRINCIPLE 4 PRINCIPLE 5 PRINCIPLE 6

Fig. 3.0 Approach in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction
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Strong Institutions are Foundation to 
#BuildBackBetter 
“We should double down on creating stronger, smarter, more resilient global institutions as we 
recover from the pandemic”

Not six months ago, the start of a new decade was as an organising moment for the global community to pick 
up the financial pace in the marathon race to the 2030 SDGs. But with the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
its severe implications for physical and mental human health as well as economic livelihood and global financial 
stability, we know that there will be considerable rollbacks in the gains already made toward the goals. 

It’s time to break the glass and try with the lens of “Good Governance”

HARNESSING SOCIAL NORMS AND BEHAVIOURAL 
INSIGHTS TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC GOOD

Societies where close social, physical contact (hugs to greet 
each other) are the norm will naturally require a greater 
conscious effort to enforce social distancing than other 
countries where social interactions involve less physical 
contact and where individualism is more prevalent.

MOVING GOVERNANCE BEYOND THE STATE AND 
TOWARDS EMPOWERING THE PEOPLE

The crisis, as tragic as it is, also opens immense opportunities. 
Energies should be invested in governance programmes 
moving beyond the sphere of public institutions like decisive 
and sustained public education and awareness-raising 
campaigns to ingrain the recognition that the existential 
threats we face are of a global nature. They require global, 
collective responses.
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VALUE FOR PUBLIC GOODS 

As we are caught in the midst of this pandemic, we have 
a golden opportunity to vigorously push for a global 
agenda that raises consciousness about protecting public 
goods. Individuals from Africa, Latin America, and Asia 
and like express that corruption partly results from a lack of 
appreciation for the common good as “it belongs to nobody”.  

While there are some countries far better prepared than others, no countries are well 
prepared. IPE Global comes in the role to strengthen the governance through its Ethiopia 
Portfolio Assurance Programme, Phase 2, (EPAP 2), Ethiopia, (2018-2021), 
DFID for assessing governance, management and financial risks in DFID Ethiopia’s 
programme portfolio and advising on actions to further strengthen them, thus, helping to 
maximise programme’s development impact and demonstrate DFID’s commitment to value 
for money (VfM). 

The assessment will result in improved control design and operating effectiveness of 
implementing partners and DFID Ethiopia by reducing the exposure of DFID funds to 
critical and high fraud and corruption risks, thereby increasing the chances of safeguarded 
funds reaching the intended beneficiaries. Additionally, efficiency will be improved by 
addressing governance and system flaws within the partner organisations and streamlining 
the flow of funds to the beneficiaries .
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Will COVID-19 lead to “positive peace”? 

Minimizing impact on the 
peacekeepers to increase their 

presence in fragile areas
 Greater global solidarity  

“It might almost come off as callous during these difficult times to speak of opportunities emerging from the coronavirus 
COVID-19. But when I survey the countries not on newspapers’ front pages, often fragile states emerging from war or on 
the brink of economic collapse, I see the possibility of what scholars call a “positive peace” following the pandemic” states 
Rachel Scott, Sr. Partnership and Policy Advisor,  UNDP. 

On a helpful note, “Will this crisis create opportunities to end longstanding conflicts, not unlike how the 2004 
tsunami helped pave the way for peace in Aceh, Indonesia?” 

To respond to the unimaginable conditions of this virus, a humanitarian response plan along with the 
coordinated efforts between several agencies is required. This would help us in: 
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Raise the resources needed to alleviate 
the immediate human suffering during 

COVID19 and otherwise

Over 5.7 million Kenyans benefitted from the programme.

Involvement of all including diplomats 
and development workers

As a step towards peace and security, IPE Global with its Endline Evaluation of the 
Kenya Election Violence Prevention and Response Programme (KEVP), Kenya 
(Nairobi, Nakuru, Uasin Gishu, Nandi and Kisumu), (2018), US Department of 
State, Mercy Corps supported the KEVP in mitigating the risk of violence in lead up to, 
during and immediately after the 2017 Kenya elections in respective counties. Identified 
and mapped the relationships between key actors in at-risk areas; developed existing 
structures to facilitate information sharing and ensured development of plans and processes 
that prevent and mitigate violence.  
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The Role of Communication in Peacemaking and 
Peacekeeping

You say peace, I say peace journalism first!

A piece of Indivisibility 

There is an important role in fostering a consensus and higher cultural consciousness on common social goals. 
To develop positive peace, religions, the media, and schools have a role to play communication of knowledge 
for well-being of the entire society.

Peace journalism is defined as an approach to 
resolving conflict that employs communication 
processes and media to facilitate collaborative 
engagement within mediated value creation networks. 
It involves a communication process that transcends 
the power interests, economic interests, ideological 
interests, and other self-centered interests that seek 
conquest without compromise.  

The concept of the indivisibility of peace has been 
around a long time. First, indivisibility means that 
peace and security are linked. A peaceful life (positive 
peace) cannot exist in the absence of security 
(negative peace). Further, the indivisibility of peace 
implies that aggression by one state against another 
affects the peace of all states. Therefore, national 
security requires international security.
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Peacebuilding: 
Starting Young 

Prioritize young people’s participation for peacebuilding to all sectors- 
social, economic, cultural and political. 

Be sensitive to gender dynamics and avoid stereotypical assumptions. 

Value young people’s diversity and marginalized voices, and develop 
targeted strategies to involve young people. 

“It is from numberless diverse acts of  courage and belief  that human history is shaped. Each time a man 
stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of  others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a 
tiny ripple of  hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of  energy and daring, those 
ripples build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of  oppression and resistance.”  

– Robert F. Kennedy 
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Enable young people’s ownership, leadership and accountability. 

Involve young people in all stages of programming, and offer 
alternative power to youth. 

Invest in intergenerational partnerships in young people’s community. 

Always aim to “DO NO HARM” and provide a safe environment for young people. 

Enhance the knowledge, attitudes, and competencies of youth. 

Support the policies that address the full needs of young people. 

Important Note: These principles can be utilized in our regular lives. Looking at the crisis that the 
world is facing, let’s keep the guiding principles in mind and move forward with high thinking. Do not 
promote hatred or any kind of dislike towards a community because of their ideologies, rituals, or 
historical records. Teach your kids to respect all the communities, debar any source of hatred (esp. that 
come in the form of fake news) and maintain peace. 
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IPE Global in News

News18 
“The ongoing COVID19 
pandemic continues to 
shake the 2030 Agenda, 
How do we achieve SDGs 
goals?”
- Ashwajit Singh 

The Mint 
“Most of the Covid related 
medical supplies are now 
produced in India”. 
- Himanshu Sikka

All Things Magazine, 
August Issue 2020 
“The crisis presents an 
opportune time to create 
meaningful content and 
build trust among people”
- Tanya Singh 

The Mint 
“Shift of covid-19 burden 
from Maharashtra and 
Delhi to other states” 
- Himanshu Sikka

Hindu Business Line
“Are Gujarat, Delhi and 
most parts of Tamil Nadu 
past their weak in Covid 
cases?” 
- Himanshu Sikka

News Asia Channel 
“COVID-19: India survey 
finds not all recovered 
patients will develop anti-
bodies”. 
- Dr Manjunath, IPE PAHAL 

Anadolu agency (a state 
run news agency headquartered 
in Ankara)
“India could surpass US 
Covid-19 numbers”
- Himanshu Sikka

Business World 
“Self- Quarantining with 
work from home”
- Shilpi Jain 
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IPE Global in News

Times Now
“Critical role of private 
sector to fix vital healthcare 
gaps in India” 
- Chandrima (PAHAL team) 

IPE Global implemented Norway India Partnership Initiative (NIPI) 
appears in NorwayinIndia column on “Digital healthcare in 
times of a pandemic”. To know more, please click 
https://tinyurl.com/y2dz35cr

USAID & IPE Global’s flagship innovation in financing platform-
PAHAL’s research article on Out-of-pocket Expenditure to access 
quality Healthcare and resultant financial burden on the Urban Poor 
in India is published in the August edition of Economic and 
Political Weekly. To read more, please click 
https://tinyurl.com/y3fpra9n

Hindu Business 
“Healthcare Infra during 
COVID-19”
- Himanshu Sikka 

Anadolu Agency
“Almost 84000 virus 
cases/ day sparks fear in 
India” 
- Himanshu Sikka
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IPE Global in Virtual Events 

Honorable Union Health Minister Dr. Harshvardhan released the “Best Practice Compendium- Innovative 
Approaches to Eliminate TB by 2025”developed by USAID and IPE Global’s flagship innovative financing 
platform PAHAL, in collaboration with the UNION, at the CII Healthcare Week, organised by Confederation of 
Indian Industries. 

IMPAct4Nutrition hosted the interactive session 
to celebrate the National Nutrition Week, with 
the motive to intensify awareness to address India’s 
nutritional challenges.  Neha Saigal, Associate 
Director, IPE Global was invited to facilitate a 
panel on “The role of the private sector in addressing 
nutritional challenges during COVID19”.
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Congratulations, IPEans! 

Tumkur and Kochi teams ranked at 7th and 10th out of 100 as per the current Smart City Rankings. We have 
upped this from 65 and 85 earlier for both.

SEE Team - Neha Saigal and Saumya Shrivastava for their abstract acceptance for XV International 
Conference on Public Policy and Management organised by IIM-Bangalore each year. 

Tourism team- Komal Agarwal and Anuja Shukla on three of their project abstracts being selected for full 
paper publication.  

IPE Global is working as Project Management Consultants to Smart City 
Thiruvananthapuram Limited to support in design and implementation 
of project overlay of ₹1583 crores. IPE Global as PMC has successfully 
submitted over ₹1100 crores of Project DPR. 

Neeraj K Pawan, Secretary: Skills, GoR and Padma Kumar signed 
the MoU of Manzil Project in Rajasthan; got covered in Daily News, 
Rajasthan newspaper
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IPE Projects amidst COVID-19 
TREKKERS’ HOSTEL, JHANJHELI RENOVATION COMPLETION 

NIPI DEVELOPED COFFEE TABLE BOOK RELEASE BY GOVT. OF KASHMIR 

PROJECT BHIMAKALI PARKING, 
MANDI COMPLETION 

PROJECT INAUGURATION- ANGANWADI BY 
HON’BLE MAYOR, TMC.  
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SMART CITY THIRUVANANTHAPURAM PROJECTS 
FOUNDATION STONE LAYING FOR MLCP AND PARK 
DEVELOPMENT BY HON’BLE MAYOR

LOCKDOWN HOUSE 
MONITORING SYSTEM 
(LHMS) IN SMART CITIES 
MISSION WEEKLY BULLETIN 
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Visit www.ipeglobal.com or write to us at connect@ipeglobal.com

Visit www.ipeglobal.com/covid-19/ to know about our intervention in mitigating the crisis.

https://goo.gl/bhjaXJ https://goo.gl/09oTR9https://goo.gl/vTg8Cj https://goo.gl/Xllyj5

www.ipeglobal.com/covid-19/

