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Africa’s growth story is changing. 
Six of the world’s fastest growing 
economies lie in this region. India and 
Africa have bonded across the Indian 
Ocean for centuries and today, this 
relationship is expanding in a dynamic 
and multifaceted manner. 

At IPE Global, with our experience of 
working in nearly 33 African countries 

- Ethiopia, Kenya, Ghana, Lesotho, Somalia, Republic of 
the Congo, South Africa, Tanzania etc. – we believe that we 
can surely contribute towards an inclusive and sustainable 
development in the region. Within few years of its operations 
IPE Africa has established its strong presence in most countries 
in Sub-Saharan Africa by successfully implementing significant 
national level projects.  IPE Africa is continuously working with 
local governments to revitalise key infrastructure, strengthen 
government institutions and provide solutions to improve quality 
of life, propel economic progress and help alleviate poverty. 

Join me in congratulating Africa team for their commendable 
work and wishing all the colleagues in Kenya and Ethiopia, 
Happy Africa Day!	

Best wishes
Ashwajit Singh
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Overview

Each year on May 25, the African continent 
celebrates Africa Day. Formerly known as African 
Freedom Day and African Liberation Day, it is the 
annual commemoration of Africa’s independence, 
freedom and liberation strife from colonial 
imperialists. The day also marks the foundation of 
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) which is 
now known as African Union. 

On May 25, 1963, OAU was formed in Addis Ababa, 
hosted by Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie. 
The OAU was formed in a meeting seating over 
thirty African nations with the aim to influence 
the decolonization of African countries including 
Angola, South Africa, Mozambique, and Southern 
Rhodesia.  The organisation covenanted to support 
freedom fighters and remove military access to 
colonial nations, and a charter was established to 
improve the livelihood of member states across 
Africa. South Africa became part of the OAU in 
1994 following the end of Apartheid rule. Thirty-
eight years after its formation, the OAU evolved into 
the African Union (AU) on May 25, 2001. 

Africa Day is also celebrated by Africans all over 
the world, as diaspora communities of different 
nationalities come together in cultural attires and 
swap traditional recipes.
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IPE Africa is focused on contributing to the development of the physical and 
social infrastructure of East, South and Horn of Africa. Our work, centred on the 
SDGs, is expanding as the social and economic transformation of the region moves 
forward. IPE Africa has restructured into three main service offers:  Inclusive Growth 
and Resilience (IGR), Health, Nutrition and WASH, and Performance Management/
Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning. Across each practice we are working with our 
IPE Global colleagues in India and London to leverage of knowledge and expertise 
to develop unique solutions for our clients:  putting into practice our vision of a south 
– south advisory firm. Building on our track record over the past five years and our 
growing Africa based team, IPE Africa recently won the Regional Infrastructure Master 
Plan for the Inter-Government Authority on Development and will work with the IGAD 
member countries (Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Uganda 
and Eritrea) to develop integrated and transboundary infrastructure in the energy, ICT, 
transport and water resource sectors.

JAMIE SIMPSON
Executive Director

IPE Global

The World Bank: Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Partner for the Sierra Leone Agribusiness 
Development Fund, Sierra Leone (2017 - 2022) 
The Government of Sierra Leone and the World Bank have established a US$12 million fund which aims to promote 
smallholder commercialisation by fostering productive business linkages between smallholder farmers and selected 
agribusiness firms, and other agricultural commodity buyers in Sierra Leone. The Sierra Leone Agribusiness Development 
Fund (SLADF) provides agribusinesses with competitive value chain finance tailored to their needs, required for the 
provision of productivity enhancing services and market access to out-growers. The project will target four commodity 
value-chains - rice, cocoa, oil palm and poultry. IPE Global is responsible for the design of the Fund’s monitoring and 
evaluation framework and processes, and as the portfolio matures, will be responsible for M&E data collection and 
internal learning processes. 

Our Key Projects in Africa
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DFID: Project Management for Road Building in Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
(2012-2017)
IPE Global delivered engineering and construction services for improving connectivity between Sake & Masisi, and Bihambwe 
to catalyse economic activity and reduce transportation costs. Over 54 kilometres of gravel roads, drainage and slope 
stabilisation structures constructed in a time-bound manner ensuring best construction practices for safety and generated 
local construction jobs. Extensive stakeholder engagement activities were conducted with Provincial Government, Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), and Local Committees for Peace and Development (CLPD).

Over 948 ex-combatants 
recruited; close to 5963 
beneficiaries from vulnerable 
groups and jobless youths.

6911 people employed 
with approx. 17% 
women workforce.

24000 trees, 
vetiver grass 
planted along a 
2124m stretch

“The money I got as salary helped me buy 
goats for farming. I would urge ex-combatants 

to join the project and join the project which 
will help them earn and buy goats like me.”

- Ex-combatant in Masisi

“The wages from this 
work will enable me to 
open a small business 
so that I can pay for my 
children school fees”

Upto 24% reduction in travel 
time between Sake-Masisi 
for vehicles with an average 
speed of 40 kilometre/hour

USD 977762 pumped into 
the local economy through 
wages
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Ministry of Urban Development and Housing (MoUD&H), Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia: 
Development of Web-enabled GIS-based Property Tax System, Ethiopia (2016-2020)
MoUD&H, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia aimed to develop a web-enabled GIS-based property taxation system to 
perform property market study processing, property assessment and property valuation using different valuation approaches, 
property taxation, report generation and handling use-cases that demand valuation such as court cases, mortgage, etc. As 
a consortium member, we are designing the online property tax system for 3 pilot cities of Ethiopia (Bahir-dar, Dire-dawa, 
Mek’ele). 

This project contributes to achievement of SDG 11 ‘Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable’ by assisting 
cities to mobilise local resource majorly from property taxation in order to enhance their capacity of re-investing for cities 
infrastructure while being less dependent on Federal or Regional subsidies. 

SUNIL VERMA
Country Head 

Ethiopia

With 60% of its population under 25, more than half of the world’s population growth will 
be in Africa by 2050. At IPE Global, we are supporting Africa to harness the full potential of 
its youth by providing bespoke solutions in building human potential across various social 
development sectors in several countries. On one side IPE Global is assessing capacities of 
key government and non-government institutions in Malawi to deliver demand responsive 
services, to delivering customized industrial parks in Ethiopia and affordable housing in 
Rwanda and on the other hand, carving a roadmap to eliminate harmful traditional practices 
affecting young girls, has been in line with the sustainable development goals’ agenda. At 
IPE Global, we feel, India has overcome several challenges and learnt lessons in providing 
development solutions, and we would like to be in the fore front to offer experienced hand 
holding to the development agenda of Africa.
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SIDHARTHA PATNAIK
Country Head, Kenya

A team driven by powerful thought-leaders from three continents, IPE Africa has effectively 
and continuously delivered its vision by building capacities of national and sub-national 
Governments to develop comprehensive frameworks across various sectors that reflect 
reality. Through our work around inclusive growth and economic empowerment, we foster 
global multi-stakeholder partnerships to stimulate private sector investments, enhance 
integrated climate action and strengthen urban resilience. Our interventions in Africa have 
proven effective in scaling-up and adapting good practices for reducing child mortality 
and improving maternal health. We continue to expand our presence in this region by 
collaborating with civil society actors to improvise mechanisms to enhance citizens’ voice 
and accountability and to contribute in the stability of democratic regime.

InterGovermental Authority on Development (IGAD)/ 
AfDB || Development of IGAD Regional Infrastructure 
Masterplan, IGAD Member States (Djibouti, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and 
Uganda), (2018-2019) 
IPE Global has been contracted by IGAD to conduct a study to 
develop an integrated infrastructure masterplan for the IGAD region 
covering 4 priority infrastructure sectors namely Transport, Energy, 
ICT and Water. The study will constitute a comprehensive strategy 
and master plan for the infrastructure sector in the IGAD region 
which will:
•	 Facilitate easy intra and interconnectivity within the region;
•	 Simulate regional economic growth and thereby contribute to 

poverty reduction;
•	 Reduce isolation and promote regional integration and stability;
The recommendations of the study will provide the basis for IGAD 
to seek development assistance from donors and development 
partners and attract private sector financing and guide the process 
of selection and implementation of regional infrastructure projects at 
the level of feasibility assessments, preparation for bankability and 
investment.  
The established IRIMP shall outline the implementation strategy as 
well as guide a systematic procedure of implementation of efficient, 
seamless, cost-effective trans-boundary infrastructure networks. 
The intention of the IRIMP is to help IGAD accomplish regional 
integration, especially through increased trade, free movement of 
goods and persons, poverty reduction.

Did you know?
The Executive Secretary of the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development signed the contract 
for the commencement of the development of 
an IGAD Regional Infrastructure Master Plan 
(IRIMP) with IPE Global Limited and AFRICN 
Universal Consulting in Nairobi on April 30 in the 
presence of Eng. James Kungu, Chief Engineer 
Roads-State Department of Infrastructure, 
Kenya Ministry of Transport, Infrastructure, 
Housing and Urban Development.

The development of IGAD Regional Infrastructure 
Master Plan (IRIMP) is being prepared with 
financial assistance from African Development 
Bank (AfDB). 
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The World Bank/UNOPS || Somalia Urban Investment Planning 
Project (SUIPP): Consultancy services for Mogadishu Roads 
Connectivity Assessment and Trunk Drainage Masterplan
IPE Global has been contracted by The World Bank to develop a citywide trunk 
drainage master plan in Mogadishu, Somalia that guides the strategic and 
harmonised investments in the region. The master plan would give an overview 
of the existing drainage system, allow Benadir Regional Administration (BRA) to 
identify key gaps, standardise the system design and prioritise future investments 
based on evidence. 

Mogadishu Trunk Drainage 
Master Plan and Road 
Connectivity Assessment 
Project was launched by 
the Governor and Mayor 
of Mogadishu in Somalia 
on May 8. The project is 
financed by The World 
Bank and implemented by 
IPE Global & UNOPS. At 
the event, the Government 
of Somalia committed to 
provide security to the 
staff during field visits and 
participate in the design 
process.  

Did you know?
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India and Africa – Shared Trade Relations 
The journey of India and Africa relations has surely been an eventful one - laden with history, 
nostalgia and cross-cultural balance. Geographical proximity, easily navigable Indian Ocean 
and most importantly a shared struggle for freedom has bought them together. 
Trade has been the one of the most prominent and earliest elements of the multidimensional 
relation between India and Africa. However, the pre-colonial links between the two have 
remained less explored. 

Zanzibar (Zenj coast) – A Spicy Trade 
As modern history lays testimony the earliest links between 
India and Africa can be traced back to when some 
enterprising Indian sea merchants from Gulf of Kutch smelt 
profits and spices and set sail across the Arabian Sea to 
explore the new frontiers in a foreign land. With desires to 
explore lucrative trade options thousands of miles away 
these traders played an influential role in writing the history. 
Even during the Islamic age Indian presence in Africa was 
significant. The Venetian traveller Marco Polo mentioned 
specifically about the Gujarati and Saurashtrian merchants 
on Africa’s east coast. The use of Indian system of weights 
and measures and Cowries as currency, points to the fact 
that Indians played a key role in this area. 

Apart from the economic benefits, the trade also contributed 
to the development of internal links in the African continent 
even before the arrival of Europeans. 

Centuries have passed but even today Indians continue 
to immerse in the spirit of Zanzibar, better known for its 
picturesque beaches and prospering spice trade. In many 
ways, Zanzibar, home to a considerable Indian community, 
has emerged as a miniature reflection of India’s engagement 
with Africa.

Colonial Rule: A Shared Struggle of Liberation  
Just like India, many African countries were also under British 
colonial rule. Their close-knit history of freedom struggle 
and continous people movement further strengthened their 
relations and led to a confluence of culture. 

The earliest political relations can be traced back to the 
stay of Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa between 1893 and 
1915. Gandhi’s philosophy and political outlook inspired 
many African leaders to fight against the discriminatory 
policies of the British rule led to a joint struggle for liberation.  

Post-Independence Era
Until 1960 Jawaharlal Nehru actively spoke about Afro Asian 
solidarity and Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). NAM was 
seen as a critical factor in enabling the newly independent 
colonised countries in preserving their interest and enabled 
them to decide their own course of development during the 
cold war. Nehru’s NAM received great support from Africa. 
However between 1970 -1990 the relations between India 
and Africa faced neglect due to inward looking economic 
policies and priorities of India. 

The reengagement between the two during 1990 can be 
attributed to the intervention of India’s private sector and 
due to their shared struggle of survival during globalisation. 
With strong concern to revive the falling Indian economy it 
adopted as aggressive economic approach which in turn led 
to enhanced trade cooperation between them. 

India and Africa have bonded across the Indian Ocean 
for centuries and today, this relationship is expanding in a 
dynamic and multifaceted manner. Today the two way trade 
value between India and Africa is likely to touch $117 billion 
by 2020 -21 as a result of improved economic ties and 
strong business opportunities. In 2013 India emerged as 
the fourth largest trading partner of Africa. The India – Africa 
story is one that holds immense promise for the future. 

  - Aashna Bhatia, Team Corporate Communication  
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IPE News Desk 

Social and Behaviour Change Communication 
(SBCC) Strategy launch, RajPusht 
IPE Global, the implementation partner for CIFF funded 
RajPusht programme in Rajasthan led the development of a 
comprehensive Social and Behaviour Change Communication 
(SBCC) Strategy to fight undernutrition in the state. 

RajPusht is a 5 year programme aimed at reducing low birth 
weight and wasting among children. IPE Global anchored 
a consultative process of consolidating behaviour change 
interventions undertaken by UNICEF, Plan, ACF, Vedanta group 
and Tata Trust along with its own insights into mother and child 
nutrition to develop this strategy. The strategy was launched 
to media by Smt. Anita Badhel, Minister of Women and Child 
Development, Government of Rajasthan.

Launch of Health Atlas by PM Narendra Modi 
developed by IPE Global under Vriddhi 
PM Shri Narendra Modi launched the Health Atlas for 101 
Aspirational Districts as he launched Health & Wellness Centre, 
in Jangla, Bijapur and Chhattisgarh. This tool will make health 
services more accessible, affordable & equitable. Vriddhi – 
Scaling Up RMNCH+A project supported in the development 
of Health Atlas. Vriddhi is being implemented by IPE Global (and 
consortium partner JSI) in collaboration with the Government of 
India and with support from USAID.

Gavin McGillivray, DFID India head, visits ICRG and GROW project sites in Bihar 
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Principle approval from the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) for Pahal health fund 
IPE Global is sponsoring the Pahal Health Fund, an impact fund adopting an ecosystem approach to scale growth stage 
social enterprises that ensure better health outcomes. Ajooni Impact Investment Advisors, a subsidiary of IPE Global Limited, 
has been set up to manage the Pahal Health Fund, and will represent it at all forums. The Fund is structured as a Category 
I Alternative Investment Fund - Social Venture Fund, which allows it to accept both investments and grants, and provide 
the same to portfolio companies. The Fund received in principle approval from the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI), the designated regulatory body for the finance and investment markets in India, in March 2018. 

Kriti Gupta, Assistant Manager, SEE features in UNICEF 
Newsletter March 2018 Edition under the article ‘Piloting 
Evaluation Tools for Data Collection and UNICEF’s Role 
in Providing Quality Assurance’. She was a part of the 
team that conducted evaluation under the cash transfer 
project designed by the Council for Agricultural and Rural 
Development (CARD) with support from UNICEF to target 
pregnant women and children under-five with the intention 
that the additional income will allow the beneficiaries to 
improve in the areas of maternal health and nutrition. 
Read the full article here - https://mailchi.
mp/20e0400dc7c0/evaluate-issue-51-january-march-
2018?e=42e67b45ba 

Dr Dinesh Agarwal, Senior 
Technical Advisor - Health, Nutrition 
& WASH announced a personal 
contribution of 8 computers to Girls 
Senior Secondary School, Gareeb 
Nagar, Udaipur in response to the 
Principal’s request for help. IPE 
Global team visited the school as 
part of the CIFF funded Udaan 
Project and interacted with a set of 
highly motivated children who are 
beneficiaries of the programme. 

Making Us Proud!

Train the Trainer: Learning is a constant process
IPE Global as part of the learning & development initiative organised ‘Train and Trainer’ programme 

for course leaders, presenters, executives and trainers. The two and half day workshop equipped the 
trainers with the why and how of power presentations.

https://mailchi.mp/20e0400dc7c0/evaluate-issue-51-january-march-2018?e=42e67b45ba 
https://mailchi.mp/20e0400dc7c0/evaluate-issue-51-january-march-2018?e=42e67b45ba 
https://mailchi.mp/20e0400dc7c0/evaluate-issue-51-january-march-2018?e=42e67b45ba 
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Visit www.ipeglobal.com 
or write to us at connect@ipeglobal.com 


