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Dear IPEans,

Recent months have taught us a lot about inter-
relation and inter-dependence of our lives. While 
all of us may be individual and different, we all 
are connected at the core - through invisible 
strands of nature.
 
World Environment Day 2020 has come with 
the theme ‘Celebration of Biodiversity’ - an 
acknowledgement of the delicate web of inter-
dependence between all forms of life.
 
Diversity is the key to creativity, life and growth - it 
should not only be accepted but celebrated. 
 
So is it in IPE Global - while all of us are diverse 
in our approaches, skills and qualities, we all are 
connected in the spirit of making Development 
a Ground Reality. Let us also imbibe the spirit 
of celebrating diversity, appreciating inter-
dependence and creating harmony all around.

Best,
Ashwajit Singh

MD Speaks Popularly called “People’s Day” to show their care 
and support for the Earth and the environment, 
World Environment Day celebrated on June 
5 every year encourages awareness and action to 
protect our environment.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a stark reminder of 
our dysfunctional relationship with nature.  A lot of 
people are wondering when life will get back to 
normal after the COVID-19 crisis. But, if we consider 
the positive side, this is an opportunity for us to learn 
from our mistakes and build something better.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic that has crippled 
mammoth economies and brought the world to a 
standstill, merely reinforces the world’s pressing 
need to protect its endangered biodiversity. A focus 
on nature can help us understand where pandemics 
come from and how the socioeconomic fallout from 
the crisis could be mitigated.

Introduction 
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What’s the hullabaloo about Biodiversity! 

The sixth mass extinction in geological history has already begun! Well that’s what some of the most accomplished 
and acclaimed Scientists of the world have been saying, a claim we must certainly not ignore. While for some 
it may have come as a shock, but many of you would be wondering about what caused the earlier mass 
extinctions? Over its long & rather strong history, Life on planet Earth has endured five mass extinctions of 
species, caused by massive volcanic eruptions, severe ice ages, meteorite impacts and colliding continents.

The one that is going to hit Earth now is very different. It’s not going to be triggered by geology or climate 
change, but by YOU and ME! Yes, that’s right. Humans and our destructive means are leading to massive 
biodiversity losses and ensuring we head towards a mass extinction at a speed that can put Captain Marvel to 
shame. For the uninformed, Captain Marvel is known to have touched a top speed of three times the speed of 
sound! What’s the speed of sound or who is Captain Marvel you ask? Google to the rescue my friend.

Since I have been throwing a barrage of appalling facts at you, here’s another one I read while researching 
for this article. Another study indicates that 97% of the world’s vertebrate terrestrial animals are either humans 
or our farm animals by weight – barely 3 percent are wild!

If this doesn’t make you fall off your chair, you should just go binge watch Money Heist instead.

Biodiversity is not some heavy jargon that rests in the hands of Scientists and Environmentalists to decode 
and protect. In simple terms, “Without biodiversity, there is no future for humanity,” according to Prof David 
Macdonald, a Scottish Zoologist and Conservationist. If I were to value the assets provided to us by the 
ecosystem, it can be estimated to be worth trillions of dollars - double the World’s GDP!

Do the names Walter G Rosen & Norman Myers ring a bell? Brownie points to the ones for whom it did, and 
to the latter, let me do the honours. While Walter coined the phrase ‘Biodiversity’ in 1985 (a derivative of 
Biological Diversity’ originally used by Lovejoy in 1980 to describe the variety of species that coexisted in 
a particular community), Norman is said to have coined the term ‘Biodiversity Hotspot’ way back in 1988. 
Though the world lost Norman to dementia in Oct 2019, his efforts in establishing the theory of Biodiversity 
Hotspots don’t need to stop. Norman has already shown us that protected areas are the most powerful tools 
we have to fight the rapid extinction of species.

Nature is constantly giving us messages and the COVID-19 (a zoonotic disease) is a wake-up call that shouldn’t 
be snoozed! We need to protect ecosystems from unchecked and rampant human encroachment, allowing 
the species to survive and thrive undisturbed. To support this statement I would like to highlight a study done by 
researchers from University of Melbourne, confirming a magnified risk of zoonotic disease transmission from 
wild animals in a situation where humans destroy the species’ habitats. Given the highly interconnected world 
we live in, it’s fairly effortless for the virus to hitch a ride on the new host and retitle Jules Verne’s famous novel 
to ‘Around the World in 80 Hours’!

Disease, of any kind, is largely an environmental concern and the sooner we grapple the fact the better for 
us. Measures need to be put in place to curb pollution, population, poaching, unsustainable hunting of food 
specifically in and around the protected areas. Changes to the Global Climate are reversible (even if it takes 
centuries or millennia), but once species become extinct, the real world doesn’t have Avengers to fall back on.

Naseema Tasneem
Royal Enfield, Gurgaon
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Why Biodiversity and Ecosystems are Crucial for 
Sustainable Development? 

Ecosystems and biodiversity provide our food, water, fuel, medicine and shelter. They shield us from 
natural disasters and reduce our vulnerability to climate change. They help sustain the biotic and 
abiotic components, recycle nutrients and re-generate the soil for better crops. Nature also provides 
a wealth of untapped genetic resources with potential to be developed into useful products through 
domestication, development and improvement. Here are just a few examples of the goods and services 
provided by nature.

Support Livelihoods and Economic Sectors
Billions of livelihoods and many economic sectors, including water supply, agriculture, fisheries, forestry, 
health, nutrition, energy, transport and tourism, depend on biodiversity and ecosystem services.

The world’s fisheries provide 
a source of livelihood and 

income for millions of people. 
Commercial capture fisheries 

had an estimated value of 
US$ 274 billion in 2007 and 

recreational fisheries are worth 
some US$ 190 billion to the 

global economy.

Genetic diversity is central to the 
seed industry. Its 10 top companies 

had commercial seed sales of US$ 15 
billion in 2006.

Ecotourism generates significant 
employment and is now worth around 
US$ 100 billion per year. Many tourism 

businesses rely fully or partially on 
biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Whale watching alone was estimated to 
generate US$ 2.1 billion in 2008, with 
over 13 million people undertaking the 

activity in 119 countries.

Insects and other animals that 
carry pollen between crops, 

especially fruit and vegetables, 
are estimated to be worth more 
than US$ 200 billion annually 
to the global food economy.

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Food and Water Supply
Food production depends largely on biodiversity and services provided by ecosystems. They regenerate the 
soil, pollinate food plants and crops, and provide the genetic pool of traits that will be needed to adapt 
our food systems under changing conditions and keep them resilient to pests, disease and climate change. 
Ecosystems store, supply and cleanse water. Food production depends largely on biodiversity and services 
provided by ecosystems. They regenerate the soil, pollinate food plants and crops, and provide the genetic 
pool of traits that will be needed to adapt our food systems under changing conditions and keep them resilient 
to pests, disease and climate change. Ecosystems store, supply and cleanse water.

DID YOU KNOW? 

About 100,000 
species of insects, 

as well as birds and 
mammals, pollinate 

more than two-
thirds of food plants 
and are responsible 
for more than one-
third of the world’s 

crop production.

Globally, fish provides about 
3 billion people with almost 20 
percent of their intake of animal 

protein. In areas of Asia Pacific, fish 
is even more important; accounting 

for half of total animal protein intake 
in Bangladesh and some small 

island developing states, and 50 to 
80 percent in countries of the Lower 

Mekong River Basin.

The Himalayas are often 
called the “water towers” 

of Asia. This collection 
of snow-clad mountains 
and glaciers feed rivers, 
including the Indus, the 

Ganges, and the Tsangpo-
Brahmaputra, which supply 
water to 40 percent of the 

planet’s population.

Pharmacies
80% of people living in rural areas in developing countries rely on traditional plant-based medicines for basic 
healthcare, according to an estimate by the WHO. But many modern prescription drugs are also derived from 
substances found in plants, animals and fungi; either directly or by providing biochemical models or templates 
used to make synthetic compounds.

DID YOU KNOW? 

•	 The alkaloids that cure the cancers Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
and acute childhood leukaemia are derived from the 
rosy periwinkle, a plant indigenous to Madagascar. 

•	 A drug that made organ transplants viable – 
cyclosporine – was obtained from an obscure soil 
fungus found in Norway (Tolypocladium inflatum). 

•	 Marine sponges are rich sources of anti-cancer 
chemicals – many of these chemicals are tumour 
suppressants and some have already been approved 
for treatment of cancer.
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Protection
A range of ecosystems act as buffers against natural hazards, providing 
valuable yet under-utilized assets for climate change adaptation, enhancing 
natural resilience and reducing the vulnerability of people to floods and the 
effects of land degradation.

DID YOU KNOW? 

The largest mangrove forest in the world, the Sundarbans, 
stretches along the coasts of Bangladesh and India and protects 
millions of people living along this coastline from the worst 
extremes of storms and cyclones.

Planting and protecting nearly 12,000 hectares of mangroves 
in Viet Nam cost just over US$1 million. But it has saved annual 
expenditures on dyke maintenance of well over US$7 million.

Ecosystem Quiz Time!

Which lake in Cambodia 
is responsible for a huge 
biodiversity drive? 

What land in India considers 
‘conservation of wildlife’ as 
their sole religion? 

What proportion of the global 
population relies on fish as a 
major source of protein? 

How much are insects and 
other pollinators estimated to 
be worth to the global food 
economy per year? 

How many new species are 
introduced each year on 
average? 

Which brand temporarily 
changed its iconic crocodile logo 
to help endangered species? 
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IPE Global Stepping in…
Karl Marx remarked, “The writer must earn money in order to be able to live and to write, but he must by no 
means live and write for the purpose of making money.” In an oblique way this logic might similarly apply to 
protected areas. Protected areas need to earn money to support their existence and they must be recognized 
for their monetary value. But making money can never be the purpose of their existence. If it is all about cash, 
the whole point of a national park’s existence would decay and become meaningless. The value of the park 
lies in the biodiversity and ecosystem services it provides to support human development.

In order to achieve sustainable forest management, combating climate change, improved rights & livelihoods 
for forest dependent communities and increase revenue for governments, IPE Global supports countries to 
stimulate job creation and safeguard biodiversity by promoting nature-based tourism initiatives, sustainable 
harvesting livelihoods and ‘biodiversity-friendly’ business that generate income for local communities.

DFID|| Monitor Implementation 
of the Forest Governance, 
Markets and Climate Programme
(FGMC), Global (2013-2017 – 
Independent Review Team) & 
(2019-2021 – Policy Evaluation 
Learning Team)

DFID’s Forest Governance, Markets and Climate (FGMC) programme is a 10-
year (2011-21), £250 million global programme. FGMC has the broad aim 
of bringing about governance and market reforms that reduce the illegal use 
of forest resources and benefit poor people who depend on forests for their 
livelihoods. It tackles illegal logging in developing timber-producing countries, 
the trade in illegally produced timber products, and seeks to apply lessons 
from timber trade reforms to trade in other commodities linked to deforestation.

DFID || Evaluation Management 
Unit for Forestry, Land Use and 
Governance (FLAG), Indonesia 
(2015-2020)

FLAG is a £32.5 million, 3-year (2015-2018) programme to support action to 
reduce the rate of deforestation and Peat land degradation in Indonesia. We 
are leading the Evaluation Management Unit (EMU) to independently assess 
the results achieved by FLAG and to learn where, when, for whom, how and 
why the investment approaches work within different context and sectors.

Centre for People and Forests 
(RECOFTC) || Voices for the 
Mekong Forests Project: Midterm 
Review, Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam 
(2019)

IPE Global was assigned to undertake the mid-term review of the Voices 
for Mekong Forests Project to reverse the trends of forest degradation 
and deforestation. (V4MF) is a 5-year programme aiming to strengthen 
communities’ voices in improved forest governance in the Greater Mekong 
sub-region and Non State Actors (NSAs) in the Mekong region to effectively 
drive national forest landscape governance processes, particularly within the 
Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade.
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We will never know enough about 
the environment challenges…
Disastrous environmental trends from climate change to air and ocean 
pollution, from loss of biodiversity to overuse of natural resources (such as 
forests, land, water) are putting Sustainable Development in jeopardy. It is 
about time to reverse this trend. While economic growth has lifted billions of 
people out of poverty in different corners of the earth, we are also witnessing 
unprecedented environmental impacts. Some of the environmental problems 
are caused by under-development, others as a result of industrialisation 
and technological development which did not take into account seriously 
sustainability of environmental systems and climate change.

In 1972 the UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm 
established the insight that long-term human development depends on 
our relation with nature and highlighted the importance of integrating 
environmental issues into economic and social planning and decision-making. 
There has been some progress and commitment to environmental issues and 
climate change for example, towards the objectives of the Paris Climate 
Change Agreement COP21 from countries, cities, states, regions, business 
and civil society. However, there are still huge environmental concerns for 
communities around the world to address.

The growth model and the rapid urbanisation and industrialisation based on 
extractive industries such as unsustainable industrial timber logging, mining, oil 
and industrial agriculture have been depleting the world’s natural resources, 
such as forests and hence increasing greenhouse gases, loss of biodiversity, 
pollution, and sharply increasing climate change. Other major environmental 
concerns, such as water scarcity as well as flooding, air and ocean pollution, 
and soil erosion and degradation which are all related to climate change, 
have also been affecting human well-being and their livelihoods as well as 
ecological balances.

One of the greatest environmental concerns of our time has become air 
pollution. According to UN-WHO, as the world gets hotter and more 

crowded, our engines continue to pump out dirty emissions, and half the world 
has no access to clean fuels or technologies (e.g. stoves, lamps), the very air we 
breathe is growing dangerously polluted: nine out of ten people now breathe 
polluted air, which kills 7 million people every year (i.e. 4.2 m outdoor air 
pollution and 3.8m household air pollution). Since the emergence of Covid-19, 
scientist in the US who have been researching have suggested air pollution has 
significantly worsened the Covid-19 outbreak and led to more deaths than if 
pollution-free skies were the norm. They suggested that air pollution particles 
may be acting as vehicles for viral transmission.1

To conclude, it has become clear to world communities, economic growth which 
do not take into account the safeguarding of our ecosystem and the health 
systems are endangering our lives and the planet, and awareness on these 
issues are building momentum. Governments at a global and national levels 
need to take greater responsibility in investing to strengthen health systems and 
combat climate change while they are building their economies. Sustainable 
growth and development depend on how we interact with nature, and protect 
our planet for our well-being (health, social and economic) and for future 
generations.

WHAT IS IPE AS A WHOLE DOING ABOUT IT? 
IPE Triple Line, with IPE Global as its parent company, has been working on 
‘Environment and Climate Change’ (one of its sector areas) in partnership with 
governments, private sector, donors, civil society organisations and communities 
globally to contribute to the reduction of deforestation and sustainable 
management of natural resources. Its work has been through supporting its 
partners in defining policies and strategies on how resources should be exploited, 
used and the benefits be distributed, and providing technical assistance in the 
use of sustainable forms of energy (low carbon) instead of fossil fuels; in climate 
resilient infrastructure designs; and climate smart agriculture in order to reduce 
the increasing pressure on land, water, forests and generally ecosystems, and 
hence contributing to sustainable development.

Dr. Shoa Asfaha
Head of Environment and Climate Change, IPE Global



If we don’t protect what surrounds us, what is 
left to save us?
From sacred mountains in Bhutan to sacred groves in India. From marine waters protected by traditional “tabu” 
rules in Fiji to the bright and colourful bird of paradise plumes worn by tribesmen in Papua New Guinea, the 
natural world has held strong spiritual and cultural significance for people all over the region for millennia. Our 
natural wonders and heritage provide many intangible but valuable benefits to humanity, including recreation, 
tourism, education, enjoyment and mental wellbeing. 

Our relationship with these wonders is particularly relevant in a rapidly changing world, where communities, 
including indigenous peoples, face profound, rapid and apparently continuous changes to their societies and 
circumstances. 

HERE ARE THE SMALL STEPS YOU CAN TAKE IN ORDER TO CONSERVE 
THE BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM WE ALL DEPEND UPON. 

HAVE A GARDEN? PLANT LOCAL FLOWERS, 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. Each plant and 
vegetable helps to protect biodiversity and supports 
the wider ecosystem of your local area. Local plants 
grow best in their native areas. 

LOOK WHAT YOU STEP AT. Human impact on the 
earth can have a devastating impact on biodiversity. 
Small steps like keeping to walking paths, and not 
stepping through flowers or crops, can help protect 
what is growing there.

TAKE A WALK, WON’T HURT. Climate change can 
have devastating consequences for biodiversity. 
Reducing your carbon footprint by taking the bus or 
walking can help protect it.

LET’S CHOOSE R CUBE. Not only can you recycle 
bottles and cans, but your local recycling center will 
usually allow you to recycle clothes, electrical goods 
and batteries. Recycle clothes by donating, maybe?

KEEP EDUCATING, DON’T GIVE UP. Keep helping 
yourself with new ways to conserve the environment. 
Teach your kids, your family. It’s the least we can do. 
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Balancing Biodiversity Contest 2020 
Biodiversity refers to the variety found in biota. Our nature have been seeing a drastic change in environment 
after a Biodiversity underpins life on Earth long time during COVID-19.

To promote appreciation to the biodiversity through the art of photography, IPE Global’s Balancing 
Biodiversity photography contest 2020 called on all photography and nature enthusiasts to join in and 
here is what we have got! 

Biodiversity is the fundamental to life on earth. 
It is critical to human development and well-
being. It is needed for its invaluable ecosystem 
services, providing oxygen, food, clean water, 
fertile soil, medicines, habitat, protection 
from disasters, helping mitigate the impacts of 
climate change. Reversing biodiversity loss is the 
only way to sustain communities, enterprises 
and innovations, and ultimately create tangible 
wealth. Yes! We need to take absolute care of 
biodiversity. World Environment Day 2020 
theme “Celebrating Biodiversity” will help 
build awareness and momentum in actions for 
protecting this important resource.

“
“

Anand Kumar
Environment and Climate Change, IPE Global 
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IPE Global in News 

INDIAN EXPRESS
Delhi CM’s announcement yesterday on workplaces can open in full 
capacity
- Ashwajit Singh

THE PRINT 
How India’s desperately poor hope to get out of Covid misery
- Ashwajit Singh

FINANCIAL EXPRESS
India’s lockdown the biggest in the world 
- Ashwajit Singh

NDTV
Coronavirus lockdown- 122 million jobs lost in India 
- Ashwajit Singh

INDIA TODAY
Coronavirus impact on India 
- Ashwajit Singh

DECCAN HERALD
Coronavirus lockdown to push 12 million into extreme poverty
- Ashwajit Singh

BLOOMBERG QUINT
World’s biggest lockdown in India 
- Ashwajit Singh

BUSINESS TODAY
Should RBI extend loan moratorium beyond 31st May?
- Ashwajit Singh

BUSINESS WORLD 
India’s situation, WHO’s efforts, Health Infrastructure 
- Ashwajit Singh

BUSINESS WORLD 
Saving Lives from Hunger, Agricultural Reforms, Migrant Labourers 
- Ashwajit Singh

ECONOMIC TIMES
Biggest lockdown to push 12million into extreme poverty”
- Ashwajit Singh
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BUSINESS WORLD
How health financing can help the migrant workers in the current times
- LM Singh

OUTLOOK POSHAN
C2IQ: Nutrition Partners go digital to tackle Covid-19
- Binu Anand and Noveena Swapnabh

SMART CITIES INDIA EXPO
Solid Waste Management During COVID-19
- Anil Kumar Bansal

OUTLOOK POSHAN 
Building Nutrition Champions in Hospitals
- IPE Global

THE MINT
Rural India is the new virus flashpoint
- Himanshu Sikka

OUTLOOK POSHAN AND DAINIK AGNIPATH
Improving Nutrition Outcomes for TB Patients
- PAHAL Project 

THE MINT
Casual chats, sharing snacks are history as offices slowly opens up
- Rattan Chabbra

OUTLOOK POSHAN 
This Sarpanch helps his village fight Malnutrition
- Drishti Chhibber & Binu Anand

THE MINT
Centre urges states to increase covid-19 surveillance in congested areas
- Himanshu Sikka 

DAINIK AGNEEPATH & AAJTAK24
Improving Nutrition outcomes for TB Patients under Mukti Impact Bond
- PAHAL

CNN NEWS-18
Health Financing can help the Migrant workers caught in Coronavirus crisis
- LM Singh

BUSINESS MANAGER, HR MAGAZINE
Tracing the Change in L&D space
- MK Padma Kumar
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INDIA TODAY 
How Learning and Development space can be a game changer in the 
future
- M K Padmakumar

BUSINESS STANDARD
India’s role in post COVID multilateralism
- Abhirup Bhunia 

HINDU BUSINESS LINE
Can Covid strike at Economic globalization
- Abhirup Bhunia

CNN-NEWS 18 
Pandemic and Cyclone: How Technology Became Crucial to Mitigate 
Climate Disasters
- Anand Kumar

Environment Awareness Quiz 2020 
CONGRATULATIONS!

Special thanks to Shoa Asfaha

Abha Sharma (100%)
WINNER 

Shalmaly Mukherjee (93%)
1ST RUNNER UP

IPEans Got Talent! 
While the lockdown brings us all a range of emotions, IPEans chose to fill the evenings with fun, 
laughter and their unfiltered talents on the virtual screen. 



Visit www.ipeglobal.com or write to us at connect@ipeglobal.com

Visit www.ipeglobal.com/covid-19/ to know about our intervention in mitigating the crisis.

© Anit Chhetri

https://goo.gl/bhjaXJ https://goo.gl/09oTR9https://goo.gl/vTg8Cj https://goo.gl/Xllyj5

www.ipeglobal.com/covid-19/

