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Dear IPEans, 

We are already halfway through 2018 – and almost two and a half years into the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) 2030 agenda set out through the United Nations. 

The focus on the SDGs has been to ‘take bold and transformative steps needed to shift the world on to a 
sustainable and resilient path.’ 

‘Resilience’ is the ability of people to absorb and recover from shocks – and enhancing it enables 
individuals, communities and systems to survive, adapt and grow in the face of such stress and shocks; 
to convert risks into opportunities; and to transform when conditions require it. The four key aspects 
are enhancing people’s i) absorptive, ii) adaptive, iii) anticipatory and iv) transformative capacities to 
manage such risks.

A recent report called ‘Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies in Asia and the Pacific’ 
(available for download at https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/publications/SDG_Resilience_
Report.pdf) brings out the key risks and their possible management solutions in the Asia Pacific. 

This is also the theme of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) meeting to be held from 9-18 July 2018 
at the UN HQ. 

As IPE Global, we are constantly trying to build internal resilience of the people we work with. But there 
is much more to be done – I would like all of us to consider building in resilience in all our projects. After 
all, that will make the projects more sustainable – and our efforts more impactful.

Best wishes
Ashwajit Singh

MD SPEAKS
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INTRODUCTION
The HLPF is the main UN platform on sustainable 
development and it has a central role in the follow-up and 
review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
at the global level. The Forum meets annually under 
the auspices of the Economic and Social Council. The 
theme for 2018 is “Transformation towards sustainable 
and resilient societies”. The year HLPF will review 
progress towards the SDGs and focus, in particular, on 
following goals:

IPE Global, through its various key projects, is partnering 
with entities (private and governmental) to meet these 
global goals. With an integrated and multi-sectoral 
approach towards focus areas like urban development, 
infrastructure, climate change, conservation etc. the 
team is delivering innovative solutions at all the stages 
of the project cycle. Our dedication towards the SDGs 
is reflected in the projects we undertake. IPE Global 
has been instrumental in recognising the challenges 
and identifying focus areas with in-depth analysis and 
understanding to accomplish assignments with high 
quality deliverables.
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DID YOU 
KNOW?

[Source: http://www.undp.org, https://water.org/] 

•• Worldwide, approximately 
6 out of 10 people lack 
safely managed sanitation 
services.

•• Women and girls spend 
up to 6 hours every day 
collecting water.

[Source: http://www.undp.org]    

•• 1.06 billion people, 
predominantly rural 
dwellers, still function 
without electricity.

•• One in five people still 
lack access to modern 
electricity.

•• Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) stood 
at $135.2 billion in 2014, 
the highest level ever 
recorded

•• 79 per cent of imports 
from developing countries 
enter developed countries 
duty-free

•• 2.6 billion people depend 
directly on agriculture, 
but 52 per cent of the 
land used for agriculture 
is moderately or 
severely affected by soil 
degradation.

•• 74 per cent of the poor 
are directly affected by 
land degradation globally

•• 1.3 billion tonnes of food 
is wasted every year while 
almost 1 billion people 
go undernourished and 
another 1 billion hungry

•• Households consume 
29 per cent of global 
energy and consequently 
contribute to 21 per 
cent of resultant CO2 
emissions

•• 880 million people continue to live in slums 
today and the number keeps rising.

•• In 2014, 9/10 people who live in cities 
were breathing air that did not comply with 
the safety standard set by WHO.
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IPE GLOBAL KEY PROJECTS 

CLIC is a £27m International Climate Fund (ICF) programme funded solely by 
BEIS. The primary focus of the programme is providing technical assistance to 
megacities in developing countries – helping them to plan for, and then attract 
financing for, ambitious climate actions.

IPE Global through its IPE Triple Line subsidiary has been commissioned by BEIS 
to undertake the assignment comprising the following:
•	 An early formative evaluation on the suitability of the governance structure and 

performance of the delivery partners;
•	 An early impact evaluation of the effectiveness of delivery of technical assistance, 

global research and national advocacy in achieving programme direct outputs 
and progress towards medium term objectives, including an assessment of the 
likelihood of transformational change as a result of ICF support.

•	 A review of BEIS results reporting on CLIC.

CIG Burma will deliver demand-driven technical assistance and capacity building 
to government Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) at the national and 
sub-national level. The aim of this support is to strengthen management of urban 
and energy sectors and boost investment into infrastructure. The programme will 
deliver inclusive economic transformation and growth that is climate resilient and 
contributes to poverty reduction and economic inclusion of disadvantaged groups. 
IPE Global will be responsible for identification, management and delivery of the 
technical assistance, to strengthen management of urban, energy and investment, 
and to help build an investable pipeline of projects.

Department for 
Business, Energy 
and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) 
|| Early formative 
and impact 
evaluations 
of the Climate 
Leadership in 
Cities (CLIC) 
Programme, 
Global 
(2018-2021)

DFID || 
Cities and 
Infrastructure 
for Growth 
(CIG): Lot 3 - 
Burma Country 
Programme, 
Myanmar/
Burma, 2018
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IPE Global is managing the transformative city development projects from inception 
to implementation in the four cities with a collective outlay of over INR 90 billion. 
More than 84 sub-projects in Kochi, 75 sub-projects in Ujjain, over 50 sub-projects in 
Tumakuru, and 80 sub-projects for area-based development in Jabalpur, benefiting 
3.8 million city residents are being implemented. A wide range of transformative 
investments will rebrand and revitalise these cities as destinations for sustainable 
tourism, business/economic zones, knowledge hubs, and centres for convergence 
within larger metropolitan areas. The ‘smart initiatives’ will be mainstreamed into 
the urban infrastructure, transportation, buildings, and soft infrastructure such as 
command and control centres. 

Government of 
India: Project 
Development and 
Management 
of Smart City 
Mission (SCM) 
Projects in 
Kochi, Jabalpur, 
Tumakuru and 
Ujjain Cities, 
India 
(2016-2020) 
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NITI Aayog launches Composite 
Water Management Index report 

prepared by IPE Global 
NITI Aayog launched the 
‘composite water management 
index’ report validated by 
IPE Global on June 14. The 
report was launched by Union 
Minister for Water resources 
Nitin Gadkari, Niti Aayog 
Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
Amitabh Kant.
 
The water management index 
ranked 24 states on the basis of 
nine broad indicators. Based on 
data for 2015-16 and 2016-17, 
the index has put Gujarat on top 
of list. UP, Bihar were among 
the worst performers. Tripura 
ranked as the best among 
North-eastern and hill states.

LM Singh invited to speak at the 
AVPN Conference in Singapore 

Asian Venture Philanthropy 
Network (AVPN) hosted a 
conference on the theme 
“Maximizing Impact” from the 
4th-7th June 2018 in Singapore.  
LM Singh, Project Director, 
PAHAL and Co-Founder/CEO 
at Ajooni Impact Investments 
was invited to participate in 
a panel discussion on the 
theme “Healthcare and Impact 
Investment.”  

He introduced the audience 
to the PAHAL initiative, and 
its role in leveraging the power 
of partnerships and creating 
an ecosystem to support social 
enterprises through the PAHAL 
Health Fund. The conference 
brought together a diverse 
group of funders and resource 
providers.

IPE NEWS DESK 

Review meeting to strengthen 50 
super blocks of 14 MPV districts in 

Rajasthan organised by project Udaan
A review meeting was organised 
by Udaan Project with support 
from NHM to strengthen 50 
under-performing blocks called 
super blocks of 14 Mission 
Parivar Vikas (MPV) districts in 
Rajasthan. Various development 
partners actively participated 
in this meeting to review the 
progress of the family planning 
in MPV districts and blocks and 
further plans for strengthening 
the blocks were formulated.

The CIFF funded project 
Udaan, implemented by 
Government of Rajasthan and 
IPE Global aims at reducing 
adolescent pregnancies in 
Rajasthan. The project provides 
technical support to NHM 
Rajasthan.
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IPE Global participates in East India Climate 
Change Conclave organised by 

Government of Bihar
The East India Climate Change 
Conclave, organised by the Government 
of Bihar, Department of Environment 
and Forest, and the knowledge partners 
on 24th – 25th June 2018 brought 
together national and international 
experts, concerned citizens, and policy 
makers. Chief Minister of Bihar, Nitish 
Kumar, Deputy CM, Sushil Modi, and 
Union Minister, Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
attended the conclave.
 
Sriparna Iyer, Vice President, IPE Global 
presented insights from the DFID 
supported, Infrastructure for Climate 
Resilient Growth (ICRG) Programme 
in the session on climate resilient water 
management. Koyel Mandal, Climate 
Change Expert, IPE Global moderated 
the panel discussion on climate finance 
that had experts from UK, Afghanistan, 
and India talking about financing 
frameworks for climate resilient growth.

CIG Myanmar Online 
Contract Signing at the 

World’s Oldest Pagoda in 
Yangon, Myanmar

Holistic Island Development 
project reviewed by PM 

Narendra Modi  
PM Narendra Modi reviewed 
the progress made under 
the Holistic Development 
of Islands programme. The 
government also declared 
opening up of 12 more 
Islands for tourism in 
the Lakshadweep region. 
NITI Aayog CEO made a 
presentation on various 
elements of the project 
including infrastructure, 
digital connectivity, Green 
Energy, Waste Management, 
carrying capacity & 
responsible tourism.

IPE Global has been 
commissioned by NITI Aayog 
to prepare the detailed Master 
Plan for the holistic and 
sustainable development of 
the Package I (4 islands) and 
Package III (5 islands).
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Ashwajit Singh exclusively features on Zee Business’ live chat show ‘Apki 
Khabar Apka Fayda’
Ashwajit Singh featured on Zee Business Live on ‘Apki Khabar Apka 
Fayda’ Show on June 26. The panel discussed about “Women workforce 
to see 1.2cr job loss due to maternity leave in FY19.” He shared his views 
on the Maternity Benefit Amendment Act 2017 and said, ‘It is a move 
in the right direction by the Government of India and will help women 
take care of their child without any stress. However, while the medium 
and large enterprises will be more open towards this move in order to 

provide a level-playing field to women at workplace, the unorganized sector may not be able to bear the 
additional financial impact with the additional payout.”

Ashwajit Singh in an exclusive conversation with Business World 
The interview was published in the June edition of Business World 
– People. In the exclusive conversation Ashwajit Singh spoke about 
inspiring workplace, skill gap and the challenges faced while hiring a 
millennial. ‘The success of any organisation depends on its employees. 
It is widely understood that a positive ambience can make or mar your 
performance at work’, he adds. 

Dr Dinesh Agarwal features in leading tabloid ‘Mail Today’
Dr Dinesh Agarwal featured in an exclusive article on health in Mail 
Today. The article was published on June 25. He shares his expertise on 
stress issues leading to a medical condition called ‘burnout’. He talks 
about the symptoms, solutions and precautions to deal with the situation 
which is an arising problem with working age groups. 

IPE IN NEWS 
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Ashwajit Singh features in Entrepreneur India
Ashwajit Singh shared his experience of being an entrepreneur in 
an article titled ‘Driving Growth with a Difference and People as the 
Fulcrum’ for Entrepreneur India. The article was published on 15th 
June. In the article he shared keynotes crucial for being a successful 
business person and the thrills and challenges of working with a diverse 
workforce. 

Ashwajit Singh features on live chat show ‘The Burning Questions’ on 
India Today
In the panel discussion Ashwajit Singh spoke about the Government’s 
lateral scheme for bureaucratic posts to private sector employees. “At 
the end of the day they are not competing with the India Administrative 
services, I think they are getting a new way of thinking some fresh ideas 
from outside and it’s a collective effort that has to be made. Over all it’s 

a good move and we should encourage as it is an experiment to go,” he said. 

CREDITS
TEAM CORPORATE COMMUNICATION
Tanya Singh, Shilpi Jain
Komal Sharma, Sapna Subba
Aashna Bhatia, Priyanka Nagpal 
Ayushi Shaw, Anisha Madan  
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MAKING US PROUD 
Gurmeet Singh Kochhar, Associate Director, Quality 
Assurance saved a life through CPR  at AIIMS, when a 
man ahead of him in a queue collapsed after complaining 
of unexpected breathlessness and sweating. Gurmeet 
gave CPR to the person while the resident doctor called 
for senior staff. Gurmeet is trained in administering 

Basic First Aid & CPR, having undergone training from Indraprastha 
Apollo Hospital. The man in question is doing fine. Well done 
Gurmeet!

Congratulations!
Team Corporate Communication has been selected as 
one among India’s Top 30 Corporate Communication 
Team – 2018 via an independent nomination process 
done by Reputation Today and Kaizen PR. Over 50 teams 
submitted the information that was collected and sorted 
by an independent jury. The selection was based on work 
in the previous year, who the team lead reported to, under 
what budgets the team had to carry out its campaigns, what 
aspects the team managed other than media relations, 
including CSR, digital, internal communications and general 
perception of the organisation. 

The link to view the results is http://reputationtoday.
in / f ea tures / reputa t ion- today -30- top -corporate -

communication-teams-india-2018/

http://reputationtoday.in/features/reputation-today-30-top-corporate-communication-teams-india-2018/
http://reputationtoday.in/features/reputation-today-30-top-corporate-communication-teams-india-2018/
http://reputationtoday.in/features/reputation-today-30-top-corporate-communication-teams-india-2018/
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