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MD Speaks

Dear IPEans,

“The year 2020 marks the start of the last decade of Action to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. 
However, the year greeted us with an unknown. With over 1.6 million cases globally, the precipitous spread of the novel 
coronavirus has turned a public health emergency into one of the worst human and economic crisis of our lifetimes. 
Suddenly the conversations are more intense around food security, job losses, family safety among others. The 15-year 
global effort to improve the lives of people everywhere through the achievement of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) by 2030 was already off-track by the end of 2019. The crisis has further disrupted the Global Goals 
and has negated some of the progress made in specific areas such as improving maternal and child health, increasing 
women’s political representation.  

As per UN Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020, an estimated 71 million people may be pushed into extreme 
poverty this year, the first rise in global poverty since 1998; there could be more underemployment and unemployment 
for the already vulnerable informal sector workers - nearly half the global workforce;   more under-5 deaths and 
maternal deaths due to disruption in health and vaccination services and limited access to diet and nutrition services; 
surge in violence against women cases; increased health risks for over one-billion slum dwellers worldwide due to poor 
infrastructure. 

Overall, while the pandemic has negatively affected SDGs like SDG 1 (no poverty); SDG 2 (zero hunger); SDG 3 
(good health and wellbeing); SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth); SDG 10 (reduced inequalities) it has also 
brought a relief in areas related to SDG 12 (responsible consumption and production), SDG 13 (climate action), SDG 
14 (life below water) & SDG 15 (life on land). However, if we do not act responsibly now, the overall impact of the crisis 
may be negative.  Ranking 117 in Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Index 2020 with overall score of 61.92 out of 
100, India faces a more challenging task ahead to be able to mitigate the impacts of the crisis. With one of the lowest 
health budgets in the world, it needs to realign and reset priorities. 

Covid-19 has hit the poor the hardest. The crisis calls for a more than ever need for increased international collaboration, 
sustainable consumption, investment into low carbon economic pathways to be able to build peaceful, inclusive and 
equitable societies.”                                                                    

Best,
Ashwajit Singh
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Introduction to SDGs 
As we approach the fourth anniversary of the 
adoption of Sustainable Development Goals 
by the UN General Assembly, the SDGs have 
cemented their role as the world community’s 
answer to development challenges. SDGs break 
down the social, economic, and environmental 
themes into 17 goals and 169 targets, thereby 
enabling policymakers and implementors around 
the world to design effective and timely policies 
and initiatives. All the countries including India 
have been giving their strong commitment to SDGs. 
India’s key major developmental programmes, 
the strategies for a ‘New India’ by 2022, and the 
country’s vision for 2030 are aligned with the spirit 
of the SDGs.
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What is the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development? 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was launched in 2015 to end poverty and set the world on a path of 
peace, prosperity and opportunity for all on a healthy planet and takes a radical stance through its pledge to Leave No 
One Behind. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are designed to bring the world to several life-changing 
‘zeros’, including zero poverty, hunger, preventable child deaths, AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, discrimination against 
women and girls and human trafficking.  
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Where are we now on the success-oh!-meter? 
Before we measure the Agenda 2030 road we have covered so far, the first question 
is: Are we even on track now that the pandemic has rearranged the development 
goals’ progress? 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020 brings the latest data and it says-“We are one 
third on the way into our SDG journey, the world is not on the track to achieve the goals by 2030. 
Surprisingly, the progress remained uneven before the COVID-19 pandemic as well. The pandemic 
abruptly disrupted implementation towards many of the SDGs and, in some cases, turned back 
decades of progress.”
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What did SDGs look like ‘Before COVID-19’ 
and ‘During COVID-19’? 

SDG 1 - No Poverty: End poverty in all its 
forms everywhere

(source: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/)

•	 The world was off track to end poverty by 2030. 

•	 Young workers are twice as likely to be living in 
extreme poverty as adult workers in 2019. 

•	 4 billion people did not benefit from any form of 
social protection in 2016

•	 $23.6 billion direct economic losses (from 63 
countries in 2018). 

•	 Natural disasters exacerbate poverty. 

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 COVID-19 causes in the first increase in global 
poverty in decades

•	 +71 million people are pushed into extreme 
poverty in 2020

2010 2015 2019 2030

6%

10%

5.70%

8.20%
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SDG 2 - ZERO HUNGER: End hunger, 
achieve food security and improved nutrition 
and promote sustainable agriculture

SDG 3 - GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING: Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages

•	 23.2% in 2014 and 26.4% in 2018 population 
affected by moderate or severe food insecurity 

•	 21.3% (144 million) of children under 5 are stunted 
and 6.9% (47 million) of children under 5 are 
affected by wasting (2019)

•	 Progress in various health areas like Maternal Health, 
Child Health, Tuberculosis, HIV, and Immunization 
continued, but needs acceleration

•	 Illness and deaths from communicable diseases to 
spike; Service cancellations will lead to 100% 
increase in malaria deaths in sub-Saharan Africa

•	 Less than half of the global population is covered by 
essential health services (2017)

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Along with COVID-19 crisis, the pandemic is an additional threat to food systems bringing with it Climate 
Shocks, Conflicts, and Locust Crisis

•	 Small-scale food producers are hit hard by the crisis comprising 40%–85% of all food producers in 
developing regions

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Hundreds of thousands of additional under-5 deaths expected in 2020 due to heavy disruptions in 
healthcare

•	 Childhood immunization programmes interrupted in around 70 countries due to pandemic 
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SDG 4 - QUALITY EDUCATION: 
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all

SDG 5 - GENDER EQUALITY: Achieve 
gender equality and empower all women 
and girls

•	 Over 200 million children will still be out of school 
by 2030

•	 With more girls forced into early marriage and fewer 
women in leadership roles, full gender equality 
remains unreached  

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Inequalities in education are aggravated by COVID-19 with 74% in richest and 34% in poorest households in 
low-income countries to complete their schools

•	 Around 500 million students unable to access the remote learning    
•	 Reversal in progress on education in almost 90% of all students due to school closure 
•	 Only 65% of Primary schools have basic hand washing facilities critical for COVID-19 prevention 

COVID-19 Implications: 
•	 Increased rate of domestic violence (physical, sexual, psychological ) against women and girls by 30% in some countries due to 

lockdown 
•	 Fair representation of women in pandemic-related leadership roles required- 25% in National parliaments and 36% in Local 

Government (2020)
•	 Women accounting for 70% of health and social workers
•	 Additional Household burden on women during lockdown; resulting in more than three times the usual hours at unpaid domestic 

and care work 
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SDG 6 - CLEAN WATER AND 
SANITATION: Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all

SDG 7 - AFFORDABLE AND CLEAN 
ENERGY: Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all

•	 Even after years of progress, 2.2 billion people lack 
safely managed drinking water and 4.2 billion people 
lack safely managed sanitation (2017)

•	 Two in every five health care facilities around the world 
have no soap and water or alcohol-based hand rub. 

•	 700 million people estimated to be displaced due to 
water scarcity by 2030

•	 Around 790 million people still lack electricity 
demanding efforts to scale-up sustainable energy

•	 Only 17% share of renewable energy in total 
energy consumption (2017)

•	 Energy efficiency improvement rate falls short of 3% 
target

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 3 billion people worldwide lack basic handwashing facilities at home
•	 Funding gap of 61% for achieving water and sanitation targets occurs in many countries 

COVID-19 Implications: 
•	 One in every four health facilities is not electrified with affordable and reliable energy
•	 Financial flows to developing countries for renewable energy are increasing 
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SDG 8 - DECENT WORK AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH: Promote 
sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all

SDG 9 - INDUSTRY, INNOVATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE: Build resilient 
infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization and foster 
innovation

•	 Global economic growth was slowing down 
from 2.0% GDP per capita growth (2010–2018) to 
1.5% GDP per capita growth (2019)

•	 Declination in manufacturing growth due to trade 
tensions and tariffs visible pre-pandemic 

•	 Only 35% of small-scale industries have access to 
credit in developing countries (2006-2018)

•	 Acceleration of Investment in R&D highly required
•	 Fewer than 1 in 5 people use the internet in LDCs 

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Worst economic recession since the Great Depression with GDP per capita expected to decline by 4.2% in 2020
•	 1.6 billion workers in the informal economy risk losing their livelihoods
•	 Unprecedented challenges to Tourism sector 
•	 Estimated loss of about 400 million jobs in second quarter of 2020

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Aviation industry suffering the steepest decline in history with the fall of passengers by 51% between 
January to May 2020
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While COVID-19 hit the poor the hardest and probably the 
‘developing south’ will take a long time to recover, it also exposed 
the vulnerability and helplessness of the ‘developed north. An 
equitable and sustainable world means more important for all 
of us than ever. I really hope that there will be more geo-political 
consensus on sustainable consumption, investing in low carbon 
economic pathways, and need for a peaceful, inclusive and 
equitable societies.

Raghwesh Ranjan
Director- Social and 
Economic Empowerment

“

“
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SDG 10 - REDUCED INEQUALITIES: 
Reduce inequality within and among 
countries

SDG 11 - SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND 
COMMUNITIES: Make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable

•	 GINI Index fell in 38 out of 84 countries reflecting 
Income inequality 

•	 54% of countries with data have a comprehensive 
set of migration policies 

•	 Rise of 24% of urban population living in slums in 
2018

•	 Only half the world’s urban population have 
convenient access to public transport (2019)

•	 4.2 million premature deaths due to Air Pollution 
in 2016

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Vulnerable groups like older persons, persons with disabilities, Children, Women, Migrants and Refugees 
been hit the hardest 

•	 Global recession could squeeze development aid to developing countries

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Over 90% of COVID-19 cases are in urban areas
•	 47% of population live within 400 meters walking distance to open public spaces
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SDG 12 - RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION 
AND PRODUCTION: Ensure sustainable 
consumption and production patterns

SDG 13 - CLIMATE ACTIONS: Take 
urgent action to combat climate change 
and its impacts

•	 Continued use of natural resources unsustainably with 
85.9 billion tons of Global material footprint (2018)

•	 38% rise in electronic waste; less than 20% recycled 
(2010-2019) 

•	 Climate crisis due to rising fossil fuel subsidies ($427 
billion in 2018) 

•	 13.8% of food lost in supply chains (2016)

•	 Climate crisis to see no decline; 2019 was the second 
warmest year on record

•	 Only 85 countries have national disaster risk reduction 
strategies aligned to the Sendai Framework

•	 Investment in Fossil fuels higher than investment in 
climate activities 

•	 Climate change continues to intensify the frequency 
and severity of natural disasters

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Pandemic offers an opportunity for developing recovery plans. 
•	 From 2017 to 2019, 79 countries and the European Union reported at least one policy to promote 

Sustainable Consumption and Production

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Estimation of 6% drop in greenhouse gas emissions for 2020
•	 Despite less pollution, still short of 7.6% annual reduction required to limit global warming to 1.5°C
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In public health, challenges posed by COVID-19 in delivering basic services 
are manifold. How to continue best with essential health services became an 
important concern. Continuation of immunization, maternal and child health 
services, family planning services depends on a number of actors and systems 
at multiple levels. Timely issuance of national guidelines on services such as 
managing delivery cases, newborn care and others during this time was an 
important first step. Local effort in preparing the health work force to continue 
with service provision through standardized infection prevention protocols 
was important for gearing the health system toward continuing with services 
as well as toward meeting a potential surge in cases. In this regard, digital 
platform for orientation and trainings has played a major role in directing 
and guiding even the remotest health facilities. Synergistic efforts between 
development partner and local governments made this transition possible 
read more

Enisha Sarin
Senior Advisor- Monitoring 
and Evaluation | Health, 
Nutrition and WASH

“

“

https://www.ipeglobal.com/blogs/challenges-and-building-resilience-during-covid-19-91.php
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SDG 14 - LIFE BELOW WATER: Conserve 
and sustainably use the oceans, sea 
and marine resources for sustainable 
development

SDG 15 - LIFE ON LAND: Protect, restore 
and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

•	 Marine environments and ecosystem services continued to 
be threatened by Ocean acidification with a 100–150% 
rise in ocean acidity is projected by 2100

•	 Global marine key biodiversity areas covered by 
protected areas increased to 46% in 2019 from 30.5% in 
2000

•	 Sustainable fisheries contribute to GDP with 1.55% in 
small island developing states in Oceania and 1.1% least 
developed countries

•	 Falling short on 2020 targets to halt biodiversity loss 
with over 31,000 species threatened of extinction

•	 Continued declination of forests areas with 10 million 
hectares of forest destroyed in 2015-20; driven 
mainly by agricultural expansion

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Drastic reduction in human activity in water bodies to give a chance for oceans to recuperate

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Wildlife trafficking disrupts ecosystems and contributes to the spread of infectious diseases
•	 Around 370,000 pangolins were seized globally
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SDG 16 - PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS: Promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice 
for all and build effective, accountable 
and inclusive institutions at all levels

SDG 17 - PARTNERSHIPS FOR GOALS: 
Strengthen the means of implementation 
and revitalize the Global Partnership for 
Sustainable Development

•	 Around 100 civilians are killed in armed conflicts 
every day 

•	 Slow declination in global homicide rate translating to 
440,000 homicide victims worldwide

•	 127 countries have adopted right-to-information or 
freedom-of-information laws

•	 Net ODA ( Government Aid) totalled $147.4 billion in 
2019

•	 International funding for data and statistics was 
$690 million in 2017, only half the level it needs to be

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Further threatening of global peace and security with the number of people fleeing war, persecution 
and conflict exceeding to 79.5 million, the highest level ever recorded in 2019

•	 Overcrowding of prisons increasing the risk of COVID-19 spread in 60% countries

COVID-19 Implications: 

•	 Remittances to low- and middle-income countries – an economic lifeline for many poor households – are 
projected to fall

•	 Global foreign direct investment is expected to decline by up to 40% in 2020
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IPE Global giving voice to local and locals! 

Through Community Based Tourism (CBT) activities under Infrastructure Development Investment Programme for 
Tourism in Himachal Pradesh (IDIPT-HP), IPE Global gives trainings the locals that helps them earn a livelihood 
while also encouraging respect for local traditions and culture as well as for natural heritage at the same time. 

The Basic Level Pine Needle Handicrafts Weaving Training is being a game-changer for women entrepreneur 
like Anita Thakur in the village of Solan, Himachal Pradesh. Now, Anita produces products which are state of 
the art and comparable to none in her group and in the Panchayat also, earns the maximum amongst all the 
members in Mahi Panchayat. 

BE ‘VOCAL FOR LOCAL’

“If we adequately fund, support and trust local governments and remain 
open to absorbing both the knowledge and products that others produce 
better than us, we can create a society where all, not just a few, matter.”
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I am thankful to CBT Team lead by Mr Surinder Nagi Ji & 
Mr Rakesh Tiwari from IPE Global who not only motivated 
me but also helped to arrange trainings for me and my 
Group. 

The most important contribution was linking our group 
with Market and marketing our products through Tourism 
departments stores / Hotels and arranging for our stalls at 
various locations and Fairs. This not only Instilled confidence 
in us but also gave the real Exposure to me and my group.

It was only due to training that we got through IDIPT-HP 
Project that our Lockdown period could be gainfully utilised 
productively for making products in Idle time which we 
immediately sold after lockdown restrictions were lifted 
partially.                                                                         

“

“

ANITA 
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IPE Global in News 

Bloomberg 
Pandemic Forces Revamp of World’s Biggest Food Stamps Program 
- Ashwajit Singh  

Financial Express 
One Nation One Ration card: Coronavirus spurs digitization of food 
rationing; govt eyes migrant return 
- Ashwajit Singh  

NDTV 
World’s Largest Food Scheme, Meant To Help Migrants, Goes Online 
- Ashwajit Singh  

Economic Times  
Pandemic forces revamp of world’s biggest food stamps programme 
- Ashwajit Singh  

Zee Business  
COVID-19: Is this the CSR propeller for private sector?
- Ashwajit Singh  
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All Things Talent Magazine 
COVID-19: Is this the CSR propeller for private sector?
- Ashwajit Singh  

Business World Education 
Courses trending Post COVID-19
- Shalender Sharma  

New Indian Express 
COVID-19: Delhi government banks on donors for plasma, but some 
conditions apply 
- Himanshu Sikka  

The Mint  
COVID-19- India surpasses Russia to reach third spot among worst-hit 
countries
- Himanshu Sikka 

The Mint  
India’s caseload growing at the fastest rate 
- Himanshu Sikka 

The Mint
High recovery, low fatality rates offer glimmer of hope
- Himanshu Sikka 
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Outlook Poshan  
A Platform for Nutrition 
- Noveena Swapnabh and Drishti Chibber

News18 
Nutrition Interrupted: Pandemic Could Lead to More Wasted Children in 
India 
- Saumya Shrivastava and Neha Sethi 

Outlook Poshan 
It Takes A Village: How Tribal Hamlet Now Knows Its Nutrition Rights  
- Neha Sethi and Neha Saigal  

The Mint 
9 states termed ‘vulnerable’ as death toll crosses 40,000 
- Himanshu Sikka  

Business World 
Will Atmanirbhar Policy Give A Leg Up To Make-In-India?
- Ashwajit Singh
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IPE Global Events 

Ashwajit Singh and Tanya Singh spoke on 
“Development Sector: An Impactful Career” 
in the live webinar conducted by Global Business 
Operations and The Placement Cell, Shri Ram College 
of Commerce in association with IQAC, SRCC

USAID supported VRIDDHI partnered with the 
private sector in India to train more than 85,000 new 
nurses to improve their employment prospects and 
reduce health worker shortages in the new 2020 
ActingOnTheCall report. Read more: 
https://www.usaid.gov/ActingOnTheCall

A fireside chat on “Blended Finance Accelerating 
Innovations, Enabling Equity” with Dr Indu 
Bhushan, CEO Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY and National 
Health Authority (NHA), Govt of India and Deputy Chief 
of Mission India Edgard Kagan, U.S. Embassy India 
was conducted  under AVPN-PAHAL health platform 

https://www.usaid.gov/ActingOnTheCall
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Neeraj K Pawan, Secretary: Skills, 
Government of Rajasthan (GoR) and 
Padma Kumar, COO, IPE Global signed 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) of 
implementing Manzil Project in Rajasthan on 6th 
August, 2020

MSOP Entrepreneurship Webinar Series 
today on “Role of ITIs for Strengthening 
Entrepreneurship Ecosystem” was hosted 
and organised by IPE Global, Managed Service 
Operating Partner (MSOP) of Meghalaya State 
Skill Development Society, Government of 
Meghalaya, under SHCDM- supported by the 
Asian Development Bank.
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IPE Global's project at Chamunda, Himachal Pradesh

Hosapete WSS under AMRUT Project 
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Mini version of “IPE Got Talent” session by 
PAHAL Team 

Handmade Pine needle Rakhis by IDIPT Community 



Visit www.ipeglobal.com or write to us at connect@ipeglobal.com

Visit www.ipeglobal.com/covid-19/ to know about our intervention in mitigating the crisis.

https://goo.gl/bhjaXJ https://goo.gl/09oTR9https://goo.gl/vTg8Cj https://goo.gl/Xllyj5

“There could be an end to devastation caused by landmines in our lifetime. We have a real oppor-
tunity to make this issue obsolete”

- Daniel Craig | UN Global Advocate 

www.ipeglobal.com/covid-19/

